BEA Academic Director-Campaign Statement

	I am Dr. Chad Roberts, and this is my campaign statement for the BEA Board of Directors-Academic Director position. I have been a BEA member and frequent presenter at the yearly convention since 2010. I have been part of the leadership team (Chair, Vice-Chair & Membership Coordinator) of the Student Media Advisor interest division from 2011-2017 and 2019-2025. In the past, I have also spent time helping BEA with running the 48-hour film competition and I developed and ran the 48-hour audio contest from 2017-2019. 
	Being in leadership positions for BEA has given me a great perspective on the process to go through to shape things for the better. Heather Birks asked me to lead Student Programs before the faculty fellowship was developed and that gave me great insight into shaping a position for the future. If I am fortunate to be one of the first academic directors, I believe I can help get the position off the ground quickly and shape it for the next person to come in and take it to new heights. 
	I would like to work on engaging the interest divisions to work more with each other. While there is a positive amount of collaboration, I would like to see more, and I think I could be of help in shaping some of that collaboration. I also think I can also be a strong voice for the interest division, to help them have input that will guide BEA in future conferences, on-demands and other sessions that will be offered. I would also like to offer more opportunities to students whether it be at the conference or through zoom sessions. Guest speakers, online workshops or talks with employers can all be things that will add to their toolbox for after graduation.
	I am happy to have been nominated for this position, and I am hoping to get your vote to help serve BEA constituents now and in the future.

Respectfully Submitted,



Chad Roberts, Ed.D. 
Assistant Professor 
Point Park University
